
 

 

Napoleons Primary School 
Newsletter #7 

Many of you may remember that most Wednesdays we have a Wednesday Wool club that is on 

offer for students wishing to participate during lunch time. This term we have been learning a 

range of wool-related crafts. These have included learning how to knit, how to crochet, how to 

fingerknit, how to weave, how to sew with hessian and wool, and how to make pom poms. We 

have a new project. Many of you will remember we have a tree-branch stand in the front foyer. 

We have decided to decorate it with wool in various colours. This is sometimes called wool-

bombing or yarn-bombing (see the example pictured – this is not actually our tree).  

We invite all those people who wish to join in our woolly fun to contribute by 

knitting or crocheting or fingerknitting a small piece for wrapping around our tree 

branches. 

   

 

NAPLAN – Supreme effort from all our students 

NAPLAN has begun this week (yesterday) and while our Year 3 students were completing their Writing test on paper, our 

Year 5 students were struggling with a Nationwide platform-shutdown which meant their computers did not work! Most 

frustrating for students and staff who were trying everything they could to get things going. Please see the message 

distributed this morning by ACARA (Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority) 

As you may have been made aware, NAPLAN testing was impacted yesterday morning by technical issues with the national 

assessment platform.  

ACARA, the national body that oversees testing, has confirmed that testing resumed shortly after the initial incident.  
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12th March 2026 

Year F/1 J 

Remi J 

For trying her best 

at all times in class 

Year F/1 M 

Matilda S 

For always being 

a kind and 

respectful class 

member. Well 

done 

 

Year 3/4 

Lucy G 

For always 

putting in her 

best efforts 

across all 

subjects 

 

Year 5/6 

Balla A 

For showing 

great persistence 

and resilience 

during NAPLAN 

testing this week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2/3 

Talon R 

For being a great 

friend and 

thinking of how 

others feel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24th April – School photo day 

8th May - Mother’s day breakfast 

22nd May - World turtle day 

26th May - National Sorry Day 

8th June - King’s Birthday Holiday 

26th June - Last day - 2:30 finish 

17th July – National PJ day 

4th August – F-3 Gymnastics 

11th August – F-3 Gymnastics 

18th August – F-3 Gymnastics 

25th August – F-3 Gymnastics 

1st September – F-3 Gymnastics 

2nd September – year 4/5/6 Anglesea 

camp 

18th September – Last day – 2:30 

finish 

16th October – Junior swimming 

22nd -  23rd October – Year 2/3 camp 

Cave Hill Creek 

30th October – Junior swimming 

30th October – PFA Halloween disco 

2nd November – Pupil free day 

3rd November – Melbourne Cup Day 

6th November – Junior swimming 

13th November – Junior swimming 

20th November – Junior swimming 

18th December – End of term and year 

1:30 finish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar 

20th March - NAPLAN ends 

23rd March - 3-way conferences  

12:30 finish 

2nd April - Last day - 2:30 finish 

3rd April - Good Friday 

20th April - Students return 

20th – 24th April - Senior swimming all 

week 

mailto:napoleons.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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ACARA recognises the significant impact to students disrupted during their NAPLAN writing assessments this morning, and for 

that we apologise unreservedly. 

Schools have been informed to continue NAPLAN testing as per their planned test schedules. ACARA will continue to work 

closely with states and territories to support students to complete their NAPLAN tests. 

Measures are in place to ensure students are not disadvantaged as a result of this technical issue.  

Should parents and carers have any further queries about the NAPLAN disruptions this morning, they should contact their 

child’s school in the first instance.  

I am incredibly proud of all our amazing Year 5 students who completed their writing assessment this morning. 

Our timetable will continue to complete assessments each day as originally planned with an additional day enabled to ensure 

Year 5 students can complete all their required NAPLAN assessments. Thanks to Mrs Gartlan and Mrs Hutt for demonstrating 

our School Value of Perseverance. 

Thank you to our Pre Service Teachers 

We have been very fortunate to have had some great Pre Service Teachers this term. Thanks so much to Charlie Walter and 

James Mowatt for all the work completed in our school. We wish you all the very best for the beginning of your careers. 

Possible Upcoming Industrial Action 

State School teachers, principals and education support staff may be involved in industrial action in the form of a stop work 

on 24th March 2026. This action is in response to failed negotiations between the State and education professionals to 

establish a new workplace Industrial Agreement and in protest against inadequate funding for State schools across Victoria. 

The issues of contention include: 

• Concerns regarding the amount of funding provided to private schools is deemed to be greater than the funding 

provided to Government or State schools 

• Inability to determine mutually agreeable working conditions within schools 

• Salary disparity in comparison to public school education in other states of Australia 

There has been a legal process to determine whether or not the Stop Work action will proceed. If this does proceed on 

Tuesday 24th March, and staff decide to participate in the Stop Work action, then the affected classes will not run and families 

will be asked to make alternative supervision arrangements for the day. There will be no alternatives offered at school. I will 

confirm the details closer to the date. 

3-way conferences 

At this stage our proposed 3-way conferences on Monday 23rd March are unaffected, however I will inform families if anything 

changes. Please remember that Monday 23rd March is an early finish at 12:30 for all children. 

OSHC will start early and run during 3-way conferences for whomever supervision can’t be arranged 

Our weather seems to have settled into a more Autumn feel. Please remember to include warm jumpers for cold, wet or 

windy days. 

 

Sue 
Sue Izard  

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Aurora 

  

Class News 
Term 1 Week 7 

F/1 J and M 

This week, Foundation had Auslan with Lauren for the first time. They started off great and settled so well 
on their first Wednesday at school. 

Foundation/Year 1 had another busy short week. Students have been working hard with Sounds-Write, 
building 2D shapes, making Cat in the Hat, and learning to label parts of pictures. It was another fun and 
busy week for Foundation/Year 1! 

Franklin had so much fun drawing about his family in Art. -  Franklin F/1J 

I like learning about family signs in Auslan. - Sam F/1MF 

 

2/3 

This week has been another busy week for our 2/3 students. We have been focusing on 2D and 3D shapes, 
comparing the history of lifeguards to today's lifeguards and supporting our wonderful Grade 3s with their 
NAPLAN testing. We have been exploring persuasive texts and working on asking questions to gather more 
information.  
I have enjoyed having different teachers this week and having STEAM and Art. - Piper 

I have enjoyed using our Writer’s Notebook, it’s just so fun writing in it. - Talon 

 

3/4 

This week in 3/4, the Grade 3s had their first NAPLAN sessions. We have tried our best and the hardest 
part is not talking for 45 minutes! In ‘The Worry Tree’, our class novel, we learnt about the different animals 
on the tree and then created our own for the classroom. We have also been focusing on the strategy of 
‘visualising’. In numeracy, we have been looking at grid coordinates and using tangrams to explore how 
composite shapes are formed. We also wrote down a list of memories in our Writer’s Notebooks to use as 
future writing seeds. 
One of my memories was using a remote as a microphone - Cassie 
I enjoyed drawing the scene from the worry tree where Gemma scared off the bully using her doll - Riley 

 

5/6  

This week in 5/6 our Grade 5s have started NAPLAN, even though there were some troubles getting it 
done, they have persisted and done a fantastic job so far. We’ve enjoyed reading our class novel, Boy 
Overboard and catching up on chapters and exploring new words. We have learnt many new strategies for 
persuasive and narrative writing. This week we have had lots of fun learning, even though we had a long 
weekend and a short week at school. Leroy 

 
 

For 25 Nights

Harrison C. 

Brody G. 

Oliver T. 

Layla M. 

Bayleigh B. 

Peter C. 

Lottie G. 

Michael G. 

Matilda S. 

For 50 Nights

Rossi A. 

Ezra B. 

Ethan Ha. 
 



 

OSHC News with Danielle and Ace 
Term 1 Week 7 

 
This week in OSHC we have been doing lots of cool things. We have 

added a calm room and been decorating it. This is a special space 

where we can relax or be quiet. We use this space to calm down if we 

are feeling upset or angry.  

We have also set up a new Captain system; instead, we call them 

Quacktains. Whoever gets the most votes gets a prize. This week the 

votes have been tallied, and here is everyone who has had a vote: 

This week’s winners are . . .Peter & Levi! 

With special votes going to - Sienna D, Addy, Hollie, Dylan, Obie, Lottie 

 

We look forward to another fun and engaging week at OSHC! 

 
Ready to support your child with Before and After 

School Care 

Please remember to book your children into before 

school care if you need to drop them off earlier than 

8:45am. 

Please remember advertised fees are greatly 

reduced when you apply the Child Care Subsidy 

(CCS). Napoleons OSHC is open from 7am each day, 

until the 9am bell and reopens at 3:30pm for the 

after-school program which concludes at 6pm each 

night.  

Cost is as follows 

$24.20 BSC and $33 ASF  

These costs are before CCS is applied which 

drastically lowers the price 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents can make bookings via the following link:  

https://prodadmin.myxplor.com/enrollment_v2/centre/x59V4dmEiRga0jfjM94231W4yA?param= 

 

 

 

OSHC Award 

To Cassie 

For helping new students feel 

confident and comfortable in OSHC 

 

 

Quacktain Award 

To Peter and Levi 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprodadmin.myxplor.com%2Fenrollment_v2%2Fcentre%2Fx59V4dmEiRga0jfjM94231W4yA%3Fparam%3D&data=05%7C02%7CSue.Izard%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ca9acbd7f8b7841bc352e08dd723ca662%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638792326998646156%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GxG2pl4GP0wej%2BH1sFRTrwSOP0pe8GmIuOzqimcos00%3D&reserved=0


 

International Day of Happiness 

Invitation to Grandparents / Special Persons 

Friday 20th March 

We will be celebrating International Day of Happiness on Friday the 20th of March.  

Grandparents and Special Persons are invited to join us for the last session of the day to do fun 

activities and share some smiles.  

2.15 - 2.30 Arrival and playground 

2.30-3.00 House groups activities  

3.00- 3.00 Assembly 

We hope you can make it! 

 

Before School Care Program Survey 

Dear Families, 

 

Napoleons OSHC is currently reviewing our Before School Care program, and we are exploring the possibility of extending 

our morning hours to better support families. 

 

To help us understand what would work best for our community, we have created a short survey for families to complete. 

The survey asks about preferred start times, potential extended hours, and pricing options. Your feedback will help us 

determine whether an earlier start time (such as 6:00am or 6:30am) would be beneficial and viable for our service. 

 

The survey only takes a few minutes to complete, and your responses will play an important role in guiding future 

decisions for our OSHC program. 

 

We would greatly appreciate it if you could take a moment to complete the survey. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/58YJ97Q 

 

Thank you for your ongoing support of Napoleons OSHC.  

 

Kind regards, 

Napoleons OSHC Team 

Danielle Edwards 

OSHC 

Coordinator  

 

 
Telephone: 0494322830 

Email: Danielle.edwards3@education.vic.gov.au 

Website: www.napoleonsps.vic.edu.au  
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2F58YJ97Q&data=05%7C02%7CBelinda.Gear%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ca96deced7cd34bbbe33a08de7e6c797c%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639087201530477483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=C4x3V4xy8xDlyiDRSBlEc16cZW1GUOl4CLXn7DFhiBE%3D&reserved=0
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https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.napoleonsps.vic.edu.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CBelinda.Gear%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ca96deced7cd34bbbe33a08de7e6c797c%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639087201530526384%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uoTzFUS4nBv7MOF7T8hyE4CgArFYIbc%2FexVh7eVRNWc%3D&reserved=0


 

Breakfast Club 

Breakfast Club will be running this year on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:30am to 9:00am in the 

OSHC room. This program provides children with a calm and welcoming start to their school day, 

ensuring they are settled, nourished, and ready to learn. 

Children can enjoy a variety of breakfast options including cereal, toast, fresh fruit, fruit cups, milk, 

and occasionally yoghurt. Breakfast Club also offers an opportunity for children to socialise with 

peers in a relaxed environment while being supported by OSHC educators. 

All students are welcome – There’s no need to book, just come along. 

If your child arrives at school hungry on other days, breakfast can still be provided upon request in 

the OSHC room between 8:40am and 8:55am. Please encourage children to let staff know if they 

need support accessing breakfast. 

 

 

 
 

Playgroup 

We are excited to welcome Playgroup back this year at the kindergarten. Playgroup will run Every second Friday morning 

from 9:00am to 11:00am, commencing on Friday 27th February making use of the kindergarten’s excellent facilities and 

outdoor spaces. 

 

 

Upcoming Playgroup Dates: 

• Friday, 13 March 2026 
• Friday, 27 March 2026 
• Friday, 10 April 2026 
• Friday, 24 April 2026 

 

 

Playgroup provides a relaxed and supportive environment where young children can explore toys, engage in creative play, 

develop social skills, and build confidence in a play-based setting. Sessions are designed to encourage early learning through 

play while allowing children to interact with others in their community. 

Parents and carers are invited to stay and participate in the session, providing a valuable opportunity to connect with other 

families, share experiences, and build relationships within the school community. 

Playgroup will be facilitated by Danielle from OSHC at the start of the year. We are currently seeking a volunteer to take 

over facilitation of the program later in the year. If you are interested in supporting this program or would like more 

information, please contact the OSHC service on 0494 322 830. 

 

 
 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Somers School Camp – Grade 5/6 
 
This year is a Somers School Camp year and there will be places offered for 160 students across the 
Central Highlands Area. 
The cost per participant will be $350 and the experience includes a unique nine-day residential 
learning experience. We have had a number of students attend in the past and all have described it as 
an amazing experience. Please see the flyer attached and discuss the opportunity with your child. 
Usually schools are offered approximately four (4) places, although sometimes we get lucky and get 
a few extras. More details will be given shortly.  
 
If wanting to submit an expression of interest, please see the office. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music lessons will be held on 

a Wednesday for those 

students who have enrolled 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


